
President’s
Message
Good Weather
Finally we have had some good
weather to enjoy our gardens.
My tulips have fnally  loomed
and I can enjoy walking around
the garden,  making plans for
what I will change or add this year.  My hus and
keeps wondering when our garden will  e 
fnished and I have to epplain that it will never 
 e fnished!!!  There will always  e something 
needing moving, or dividing, or wonderful new 
plants to ft in.

 Last fall I splurged on some 
special tulips and they are 
really  eautiful,  ut I asked 
Brian Minter at the Bradner  
Spring Show, why some of 
my tulips only come up once, 
and he epplained that 
hy rids do not generally 
naturalize.  So now I realize 
that these  eautiful parrot 
tulips that cost more money 

will pro a ly  e a one year splurge, not an 
investment for the future.  I don’t think I will tell 
my hus and.  I have to keep him in a good 
mood so that he will  e willing to dig in the Go 
Green Compost I ordered that will  e delivered 
at our May Clu  Meeting.

Speaker
Speaking of the May Meeting, we will  e having 
a speaker, Gary Lewis from Phoenip Perennials.  
I’ll just  lame my desire for more plants in my 
garden on his epciting description of what’s new 

this year!  See you at the 
Meeting.

Melanie Rantucci, President

Plants Plus
Tomato Planting
Before you actually put your 
plant in the hole, dig down an 
eptra few inches and put in a 

wad of crumpled wet newspaper, couple of 
handfuls of compost (food), some crushed 
eggshells (calcium – helps ward off  lossom end
rot), a ta lespoon of Epsom salts (magnesium – 
production of fruit) and a couple of aspirin 
(helps ward off fungus). Cover with an inch or 
two of soil then plant
your tomato plant.
This is food for your
tomato to grow into.

You can plant your
tomato stem deeply.
It will send out roots
all along the stem.
Watch it take off in
a out a week.  

Don’t forget to side
dress with fertilizer,
compost, worm cast-
ings, compost tea or 
Fish & Seaweed
Fertilizer  every two
weeks.  Add in a ta le-
spoon of Epsom salts
when you side dress.
Tomatoes like magne-
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sium.  Side dress with a T sp of lime, once a 
month.
Prune Your Tomato Plants.  Rain can splash 
diseases that are in the dirt up onto your tomato
leaves if they are not pruned. As the tomato 
plant grows, trim all the lower leaves and suck-
ers off the  ottom 12-18 inches.  Also allows for 
air circulation.  More nept month on tomatoes.

Dahlia Planting
Plant them a little after the tomato plants go in.  
Choose a spot with full sun and a  it of protec-
tion from the wind.  Get more  looms with 6-8 
hours of direct sun. Morning sun is  est. 
Soil pH - 6.5-7.0.  Dig a hole slightly larger than 
the root  all of the plant and 6” - 8” deep.  Add a 
shovelful of pig manure in every hole.  Mip it 
around.  No other fertilizer required at this time.
Space  edding dahlias - 9”-12” apart.  Space 
taller, larger-fowered dahlias 3’ apart.
Lay the dahlia tu er in the hole sideways with 
‘eyes’ facing up.  Cover with 2-3” of soil.  As stem 
sprouts, fll in with soil until it is at ground level. 
Tall, large-fowered dahlias need support.  Ham-
mer in at least one stake, near the eye.  Tie 
stems to plants as they grow.  La el.

Pinch out the centre shoot just a ove the third
set of leaves to encourage  ranching.  Dahlias 
start  looming a out 8 weeks after planting, 
mid-July.  Do not water the tu ers right after 
planting; this encourages rot.  Wait til the 
sprouts have appeared a ove the soil to water
Do not cover with  ark or mulch yet.  Sprinkle 
egg shells around the planting area to discour-
age slugs (slugs don’t like sharp edges).  Once 
esta lished, water deeply a couple times a week
If you’re fertilizing, use a 5-10-10 or 10-20-20. Do
not over fertilize, especially with nitrogen, or 
you risk small/no  looms, weak tu ers, or rot.

Working For The P&B 
Sale
Work party dividing hostas for
the plant sale. 
Mary Openshaw, Plants Plus

 Plant & Bake Sale
Thanks For Contributing To The 
Bake Table
Important:   Use no cream fllings, sandwiches, 
or meats.  A solutely no meat trays to  e used, 
prefera ly, use new disposa le plates or trays 
(paper, plastic, or foil) easily purchased from the
Dollar Store.  Please  e sure that your  aking is 
wrapped securely with Saran wrap, and taped 
adequately on the  ottom of the plate.  If the 
packaging is falling apart, it doesn’t appear too 
appetizing.  List ingredients such as nuts, etc, 
that some people may  e allergic to.  Some of 
your donations may  e used  y kitchen staff to 
sell with a cup of tea or coffee.

We Need:   Cookies,mufns, squares and  ars in
lots of 6 or 8.   Single large mufns or scones.  
Loaves of  read and small loaves are very 
popular. We will welcome jams, fudge, pickles 
etc. as well.  Also Gluten-free and Dia etic 
recipes will  e welcomed.  Please mark with 
la el.  Pricing will  e done at the ta le. Thank 
You Very Much For Baking.

Donna Lawson, Show Chair

Help Your Club
Plants Plus
Our clu  is all a out plants and therefore, the 
director of Plant Sales is a very  usy person.  
That person is Mary Openshaw.  She is doing a 
great jo   ut she could use some help.  Some of 
our clu  director positions are flled with more 
than one person so another person helping 
Mary, especially at this time of year would  e 
appreciated.  Besides helping the clu  and Mary,
this position comes with fun and access to loads 
of knowledge a out plants.  Please consider 
helping.  Call Mary at 604-581-3152 and fnd out 
a out all the cool things involved in Plants Plus.
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New Members
Welcome to:
Beverly Sass
13745 – 19A Avenue
Surrey, BC  V4A 9M2
604-560-3379   ev.sass@shaw.ca

Ruth Twyford
#34 – 14888 - 24th Avenue
Surrey, BC  V4A 2H6
604-536-5482  ruthjulie@hotmail.com

John Davidson, Membership

General Meeting
Minutes
At the April Clu  Meeting the mem ers voted to 
no longer read out the Minutes of the previous 
meeting.  Going forward, the Minutes will  e 
sent with the Newsletter for mem ers to read at
their leisure, then approve at the nept General 
Meeting.  A copy will also  e  rought to the 
meeting for mem ers to view.  This month there
are the Minutes of March and April to approve. 
These are attached to this Newsletter.

Melanie Rantucci, President

Winners
Name Tag Draw
Joan Hawker was the winner of a Ri es 
sanguineum, a King Edward VII version to  e 
epact.  The fowering current is a plant native to 
the Pacifc Northwest.  It can  e found from BC 
down through Washington, Oregon and 
California, mostly on the west side of the 
Cascade Mountains and Pacifc Coastal 
Mountains, although they have  een found in a 
few spots in Idaho.

It is a deciduous shru  that grows with an 
upright vase shape on sturdy stems.  It  ears an
attractive maple-like  right green leaf which 
turns to golden, orange or sometimes reddish 
for added fall interest.  But it is pro a ly most 

noted for the pretty pink-red dangling clusters 
of fowers which appear
Fe ruary through May
depending on location.  The
fowers remind me of
dangling earrings.

It does  ear a  lue/ lack fruit,
which is edi le  ut not epactly
tasty and pro a ly  est left for
the  irds.  It is deer resistant
 ut an important early spring
source of nectar for  ees, migrating hummies 
and  utterfies.

They are easy to maintain with minimum 
pruning.  Remove any wayward  ranches, cut 
 ack a out 1/3 immediately after spring 
fowering has fnished.  As the shru  matures, 
any dead wood should also  e pruned out, 
much like hydrangeas.  They do not  ear thorns 
on the stems as the edi le currents or 
goose erries, making for easier pruning, too.

Ken (the fix is in) Parker drew his own name to
win a  eautiful  ouquet donated  y Donna 
Lawson.

Iris Peacosh, Member

50/50 Raffle
June (I won again) Majawa is $48 richer.  Good 
investment on a rafe ticket.

Marilyn Gillan, Rafe

Spring Show
A most successful spring show with 67 ephi its, 
13 ephi itors, 41 specimens and 26 foral art 
entries.

Rosettes
Best Indoor Plant Mary Openshaw
Best Cut Flowers Melanie Rantucci
Best Flowering Bul s Melanie Rantucci
Best Flowering Shru Claire Muirhead
Best Floral Art Advanced Melanie Rantucci
Best Floral Art Novice Jann Zimmerman
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Most Points in Show to  e awarded at 
May meeting

Trophies
Peace Arch District Hospital Trophy for Best 
Specimen Entry in Show Claire Muirhead
Sery Memorial Cup for Best Floral Art

Melanie Rantucci
Angela Binns-Smith, Show Secretary

Margaret Maddocks, Show Secretary
Darlene Chamberlain, Trophies

May Speaker
Succulents
Gary Lewis from Phoenip Perennial will  e our 
speaker in May.  He will talk and teach us a out 
Succulents at 2 pm sharp!

Margrit Elmiger-Isert, Program

Compost Time
Spread The Joy
We will once again  e getting a delivery of Go 
Green Compost from A  otsford.  The price this 
year has gone up to $7.  There was a sign-up list 
at the April meeting  ut there will  e a few eptra
coming as there is a minimum order.  However, 

if you did not sign the list and want some, 
please call Melanie so that she can increase the 
order if necessary (604-531-5076).
Note:  Here is the we  page for info on the 
product (JD, Newsletter).
https://www.geldermanfarms.ca/products/go_gr
een_compost/

Melanie Rantucci, President

Mall Show
Miniature Gardens
The Floral Circle  ranch of our clu  put on a 
 eautiful display of miniature gardens.  Twelve 
different themes were included resulting in 
much interest from the pu lic.

I have pictures of each one of the miniature 
gardens which I can send to anyone interested.
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Juicy Bit
Watch Your Back

Submitted by John Davidson, Newsletter

Marketplace
Advertisements

Clu  Mem ers can place an ad in our newsletter
or send an email ad  etween newsletters to our 
mem ers for only $5.  Non mem ers can also 
place ads or email ads for $10.  Non mem ers 
must  e vouched for  y a clu  mem er.   This 
space will let mem ers know you have 
something to sell that may interest them.  If the 
item is free, then there is no ad fee.  Any sales 
are private  etween the seller and the   uyer 
since our constitution does not allow sales for 
private proft at our meetings.  All ad fees go to 
the clu .

Corporate Ads
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Next Meeting
May 8th, at 2pm
Doors Open at 1pm
Cranley Place Hall, 2141 Cranley Drive, Surrey.

Feel free to  ring home made goodies to spice 
up our tea/coffee  reak.  Remem er to  ring 
your own cup to save money and the 
environment.


